
With Drupal 7 end-of-life approaching, are you prepared to make 
the leap to Drupal 9? 

If you are thinking about your D7 to D9 migration but haven’t started your 
planning and don’t know where to start: this is the guide for you. In this guide 
you will learn all of the typical phases of a Drupal 7 to Drupal 9 migration, 
outlined by a team of Drupal Migration experts at Acquia.

Acquia Will Support You Every Step of the Way in Your Drupal 7 
to Drupal 9 Migration

➔ Simplify Analysis and Planning with D9 Flight Path: 
◆ Quick & easy D9 migration assessment ready in minutes 
◆ Detailed analysis and insights to help you prepare for your D7 to 

D9 migration
➔ Accelerate DevOps and Data Import with Acquia Migrate Accelerate: 

◆ The first and only technical migration tool for D7 to D9 
migrations. 

◆ Accelerate Drupal 7 to Drupal 9 migrations by up to 80% 
◆ Provides an intuitive UI and comprehensive migration set-up built 

by Acquia's Drupal experts.
➔ Simplify Biz Logic Acquia Cloud IDEs:

◆ Make code changes seamlessly to your D9 site by copying code, 
files, and data from your D7 Acquia environments to your Cloud 
IDE.

◆ Preconfigured development environment so you can spend less 
time on setup and more time migrating.

➔ Easily Rebuild Presentation with Acquia Site Studio: 
◆ Leverage Site Studio to accelerate the Drupal 9 theme rebuilt
◆ By leveraging a low-code site builder from the start, you are 

setting your team up to be more agile than ever with your Drupal 
9 experience

➔ Run on Drupal 10 with Acquia Support
◆ With Acquia, you get access to the newest Drupal versions as 

soon as they are released.

YOUR DRUPAL 9 MIGRATION 
JUST GOT A WHOLE LOT 
EASIER
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WHY UPGRADE TO 
DRUPAL 9?

– Unmatched flexibility and 
extensibility by harnessing 
the power of the Drupal 
Community and 7,800+ 
active modules compatible 
with Drupal 9.

– The ease of use of a 
templated site builder 
COMBINED with the 
enterprise feature library, 
security, and scalability of a 
traditional CMS.

– A continuous innovation 
cycle that releases new 
capabilities and features 
twice a year to keep users 
up to date and competitive.

– The option to configure your 
CMS in a traditional or 
decoupled manner. Giving 
organizations the ability  to 
deploy content on any digital 
channel — web, mobilie, 
conversational interface and 
more.

Enhanced performance with 
an improved caching 
mechanism, Big Pipe, page 
caching, block caching and 
Views caching available by 
default in its core.

Native JSON:API support for 
web service integrations with 
frontend apps, CRM, CDP, 
and ERP.
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NEED ADVICE FROM 
A DRUPAL EXPERT?

In addition to value-add 
technology, Acquia offers 
professional services, as 
needed, to help companies 
migrate to Drupal 9, 

– Drupal 9 Developer 
Training & Certification

– Future State Planning 
provide recommendations 
on how Acquia solutions 
can get you to the next 
level 

– Drupal 9 Readiness 
Evaluation evaluate your 
application's readiness to 
update to Drupal 9

– Architecture Planning to 
create a technical blueprint 
for implementation 

– Launch Readiness to 
ensure your application 
follows security best 
practices and meets your 
performance goals

– Custom Migration 
Consulting with a 
Professional Services 
expert to guide your team 
through your digital 
transformation 

– Acquia Site Studio 
Readiness to provide 
hands-on training and 
guidance

Assess your Drupal 7 Application Quickly and Easily 
The Acquia Flight Path Assessment will help you identify the scope of migrating your 
site from Drupal 7 to Drupal 9. Using Acquia Migrate Accelerate, it will provide Acquia 
vetted and contributed migration paths for Drupal community modules.

Customers who take advantage of our free Acquia Flight Path Assessment can save 
up to:

● 2 weeks on content analysis
● 6 weeks in migration analysis
● $20k USD in migration discovery costs 

Saving time and money that can then be reinvested in the Drupal 9 build (e.g. 
migration, features or enhancements). 
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Dedicated Acquia 

Cloud Migrate 
Environment

2.
Module Recommendation 

Engine

3.
Enhanced Migration 

Capabilities + Decoupled UI

The Three Components of Acquia Migrate Accelerate

Acquia Makes Drupal 7 to Drupal 9 Migrations Easier with 
Acquia Migrate Accelerate
Acquia Migrate Accelerate is the only automated tool, purpose-built for Drupal 7 to 
Drupal 9 migrations. Built in-house by our top Drupal experts, Acquia Migrate 
Accelerate helps organizations accelerate their migration timelines and makes 
migrations easier and more intuitive. 

➔ Speed up your Drupal 7 to Drupal 9 migrations by up to 80%.
➔ Advanced Migration UI on top of Drupal's powerful Migrate API 
➔ Lowers the barrier of entry for performing content migrations
➔ Acquia-provided migration workspace
➔ Built by Drupal experts with best practice knowledge baked in
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OPTIMIZE YOUR NEW D9 APPLICATION
Whether you are a digital marketer, a site builder, or a web developer, 
Acquia has tools to ensure the launch of your Drupal 9 site is 
successful.

Build your Drupal 9 Presentation with Low-code

Acquia Site Studio is a better way to design, build, and enhance your 
Drupal 9 site. By utilizing a low-code site building UI, accelerate the 
process of re-building your presentation layer on your D9 application.

Low Code
Allows anyone in your 

organization to create or 
change  sites.

Reusable Components
Expedite your site build with 
drag and drop components.

Drag & Drop User Interface
Create unique layouts with 
the intuitive drag and drop 

Layout Canvas.

Style Guide Manager
Makes it easy and simple to 
maintain brand consistency 

across all your sites.

Build Code in the Cloud

With Acquia Cloud IDEs, you can make manual changes to your D9 
application easier with a cloud-based development environment that 
enables developers to write code for the migration and use a command 
line interface all from their browser with no setup required.

Visual Code Editor
Make code changes 

seamlessly to your D9 site 
by copying code, files, and 

data from your Acquia 
environments to your Cloud 

IDE.

Integrated Dev Environment
Preconfigured development 

environment so you can 
spend less time on setup 
and more time migrating.

ACQUIA IS THE 
HOME OF DRUPAL 
EXPERTS

– The Founder of Drupal, 
Dries Buytaert, is the CTO 
and visionary for Acquia’s 
Drupal Cloud

– Acquia is the top 
contributor to Drupal over 
the past 13+ years. Our 
aggregate contribution is 
far and above any other 
organization

– Acquia’s Drupal Cloud is 
designed to enhance the 
core capabilities within 
Drupal

– Over 13+ year  investment 
in building solutions that 
enhance Drupal

– Awarded “Leader” status 
by Gartner within their 
Digital Experience 
Platforms report

– Received highest security 
certification by US 
Government FedRAMP

– Over 1,000 enterprise 
customers


